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ARTS AND COMMUNICATION 

“Perfectly Imperfect” 

Staff from the Communication Resource Centre 

(CRC) attended an inspiring piece of theatre which 

involved our colleague Melinda Smith and three 

other women with disabilities. Mel is a Community 

Development Worker with the CRC. She performed 

in 5 performances for “Perfectly Imperfect”, a 

dance-play production at the Lawler studio in the 

new Melbourne Theatre Company venue at Southbank. The play 

tackled the difficult issue of relationships, sexuality and motherhood for women with high 

support needs. Two of the lead performers (Mel and Maree Ireland) used electronic 

communication devices to "speak" their parts in the performance. It was a powerful, 

moving and confronting experience that challenged pre-conceived notions of sexuality and 

disability.  

 
UPCOMING EVENT 

 
 

21st-22nd March 2011 

Darebin Arts Centre 

Scope’s Communication Resource Centre is hosting a 2 day conference, which will 

focus on how to successfully support people with profound intellectual and multiple 

disabilities. 

For more information and to register click here   

Be our friend on Facebook! 

http://www.facebook.com/event.php?eid=148641605178401 �
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OCTOBER IS COMMUNICATION AWARENESS MONTH 

Regional Communication Services Activities 

Southern Loddon Mallee 

A ‘Song and Dance workshop about 

Communication’ was all about getting 

together and exploring the idea of 

communication through visual arts, 

dance, music and song. On 19th 

October 2010, 120 people from across 

Southern Loddon Mallee came 

together to celebrate those of us who 

can’t talk – but CAN communicate. 

Each person could choose to do one arts workshop for the morning. People who chose the 

dance workshop with Seung Hi, filled the room with beautiful coloured Chinese silk flags. 

Those who chose visual arts with Joan Harris made two beautiful mandorlas of figures in 

the harmony of a circle, and others chose music with Penny Larkins and Carl Pannuzo to 

make up a wonderful song all about communication. We are very lucky to have such 

wonderful artists to work with us! 

Everyone then gathered in the hall and we all learnt and sang our communication song- 

and the Key Word signs to go with it!! 

Each Day Service took home some letters to decorate to make a communication banner. 

When we have all the letters back, Sandy at Windarring Gisborne, will put them together to 

make a banner for future events- our banner will say: “We believe in a world where 

everyone can communicate!” 
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ISAAC CONFERENCE – JULY 2010, BARCELONA 

The Conference of the International Society for Augmentative and 

Alternative Communication (ISAAC) was held in Barcelona, Spain, earlier 

this year. The preconference workshops were held on 24th & 25th  July and the main 

program was from the 26th  to 29th  July 2010. The research symposium followed this. 

Several Communication Resource Centre staff members attended and presented at the 

conference. 

 

From left to right, (back row) – Barbara Solarsh, H ilary Johnson, Karen Bloomberg, 
 (front row) Katie Lyon, Melinda Smith, Naomi Rezza ni. 

 

Highlights from ISAAC 

What an amazing experience! I was so impressed to see the amount of Australians who 

attended the Conference and presented at the Conference - many of whom were 

Victorian. Go Victoria!  

Wendy Quach and Jennifer Coggiola from San Jose State University looked at the 

comparison of three low tech eye gaze systems (the Eye Link/Etran and Partner Assisted 

Scanning) and determined the user and their partner's preferred method. What was 

interesting was that Partner Assisted Scanning was the method most commonly 

introduced by therapists, but the most effortful and least preferred by users and their 

partners. Etran was the most preferred method by users and their partners. They also 

showed some really useful training videos that had been developed and are available for 

free download from You Tube - please see the links below: 

http://www.youtube.com/user/SLPinCA#p/a/u/1/zdTeVwTXjxI Etran board 
http://www.youtube.com/user/SLPinCA#p/a/u/2/lfLuqGAxaz4 Partner Assisted Scanning 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nxw0oUb9ohw  

Katie Lyon 
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• Inclusion Europe website, supported by the European Commission, contains 

information and resources for supporting people with an intellectual disability.  

http://www.inclusion-europe.org/main.php?lang=EN&level=1&news=ok 

• Susan Balandin presented a paper on student learning through the virtual world 

(http://secondlife.com). Students created their own avatars, attend lectures presented 

by people who use AAC and participate in two virtual activities, eg. virtual wheelchair 

racing and a virtual football game. 

• Barbara Collier presented Communication Access – Legislation to Practice. Ms. Collier 

highlighted the need to clearly define communication access so we can respond, 

influence and advise different levels of government. http://www.accpc.ca/  

Naomi Rezzani 

 
Recognition of ongoing service to people with Compl ex Communication Needs 

Hilary Johnson, co-manager of the Communication Resource 

Centre – Scope, was awarded the 2010 ISAAC Distinguished 

Services Award. Hilary was presented with the award at the 

biennial conference held recently in Barcelona, Spain. The 

award is for her outstanding contribution to the field. Hilary has 

a vision of how the world may be a more communication 

friendly place for people with little or no speech. She is 

currently working part-time and completing her doctorate on the 

social networks of people with severe disabilities. 

 

REGIONAL COMMUNICATION SERVICES UPDATE 

Megan Nestor has joined the Grampians Regional Communication 

Service: 

“After finishing university in 2004 I moved to Ballarat to work at the 

Ballarat Specialist School for nearly 4 years. To gain further skills within 

a metropolitan hospital I then took up a position at Sunshine Hospital 

within the paediatric allied health unit for 18 months travelling from 

Ballarat to Melbourne. Having a keen interest in working with 

individuals with disabilities I then returned to work at PINARC within the paediatric and 

adult community therapy team and have been doing so for 8 months. I was very pleased to 

be offered the opportunity to take on project work within Grampians Regional 

Communication Service and see it as an excellent and rewarding learning experience.” 
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Non-electronic Communication Aid Scheme (NECAS) 

The Non-electronic Communication Aids Scheme (NECAS) provides non-electronic 

communication aids to adults with complex communication needs across Victoria.  

There is a new way to find NECAS on the Scope website. 

- www.scopevic.org.au Click on Resources then click on NECAS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Communication Resource Centre Goes Green 

In May, the Communication Resource Centre (CRC) successfully reduced its mail out of 

hardcopy newsletters by 83%; saving time, money and the environment. 

The CRC normally sends out more than 1000 hardcopy newsletters four times a year to its 

members. These newsletters are professionally printed, folded, inserted into envelopes 

and posted to CRC members. 

“Our focus was to find a way for us to reduce the amount of printing we were doing, so we 

chased up as many email addresses as possible,“ said Josseline Creta, administration 

coordinator. 

 “It was a lot of hard work, but in the end it all paid off!” The savings to Scope include: 

·  reduced print cost, with a saving of $469 four times per year (a total of $1,876 per 

year) 

·  time saved by not having to print and stick labels on envelopes and the effort taken 

to fold and insert into envelopes has been reduced.  

This has been a success story for CRC, Scope and the environment. 

Let us know if you want to add/alter your contact details for our mailing list by contacting 

crc@scopevic.org.au     or (03) 9843 2000.         
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Inclusive Leisure Initiative 

Inclusive Leisure Victoria (ILV), a group of Action for Community Living, is a state-wide 

disability organisation that works on policy and advocacy around the inclusion of people 

with a disability, in the recreation and leisure sectors in Victoria.  ILV  advocates for the 

inclusion of people with a disability, to participate in the sport and recreation activities of 

their choice. ILV has formed a partnership with Aquatics & Recreation Victoria (ARV), the 

peak agency for the leisure industry in Victoria, to work on the Inclusive Leisure Initiative. 

Together, the two organisations are working towards establishing benchmarks and 

inclusive standards for the leisure centre industry in Victoria. 

The pilot program is currently in 13 leisure centres across Victoria, focusing on eight key 

action areas; Accessible Equipment, Disability Sector Resources, Staff Training, Leisure 

Education (educating people with disabilities about their rights to access and benefit from 

leisure involvement), Policies and Procedures, Physical Access, Marketing and 

Communication. 

ILV asked the Communication 

Resource Centre to develop resources 

specific to the leisure industry to 

support people with communication 

difficulties. The communication 

resources include 10 fact sheets, key 

word sign poster, examples of Easy 

English materials and communication 

aids such as picture, word and 

alphabet boards/cards. 

 

The Communication Access Network is now supporting the pilot sites across Victoria with 

the implementation and training. 

For more information about the communication resources, please contact Communication 

Resource Centre. For more information about the Inclusive Leisure Initiative: 

Go to:  www.aquaticsandrecreation.org.au/inclusiveleisureinitiative 

Phone Action for Community Living, Inclusive Leisure Victoria (03) 9489 2999. 
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INFORMATION AND RESOURCES 

Rights of artists with disabilities 

Raw Law is a useful guide for artists with disabilities, including a 

50-page booklet / DVD package. The pack is free to artists with a 

disability, $30 for individuals without a disability and $50 for 

organisations. 

The Raw Law has practical legal tips, legal terminology 

explained, information about seeking further legal advice and the 

DVD features Stella Young. The resource has many accessible 

features including use of simple English, accessible graphic 

design and layout, audio description for artists who have vision 

impairments, captioning for artists who are deaf or hard of 

hearing, Auslan interpreted material and role-plays of basic legal 

concepts. 

Go to the Arts Access Victoria website to download and complete the order form. Website:  

http://artsaccess.com.au/access-program/rawlaw/order-the-raw-law-booklet/   

Then either post, fax or email to Arts Access Victoria.  

Post to:  Arts Access Victoria, 24 Eastern Road, South Melbourne 3205 

Fax: 03 9699 8868 

Email : adam@artsaccess.com.au 

 

Technology update 

 

AAC on your Apple iPhone, iTouch and iPad 

·  Jane Farrall from Spectronics, keeps us up to date on her Blog 

about AAC applications http://www.spectronicsinoz.com/blog/new-

technologies/2010/09/iphoneipad-apps-for-aac-updated/  

·  The Royal Institute for Deaf and Blind Children (RIDBC) are 

celebrating their 150th anniversary and have launched a free 

application so you can practise and learn 150 key signs in 

Australian Sign Language (Auslan). 

     http://www.ridbc.org.au/resources/auslan_tutor.asp  
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ACCESSIBLE INFORMATION SERVICE NEWS 

Voting for all in Victorian State Elections 

The Victorian Electoral Commission (VEC) continues to support all adults to vote, with the 

Easy English “Vote in 2010. Victorian State Election” resource and early voting centres 

with accessible voting options, including touch screens, telephone voting and many 

different languages. Early voting centres are open in the two weeks before the election. 

For more information look the VEC website http://vec.vic.gov.au  

YouTube clip http://www.youtube.com/user/scopevictoria#p/a/f/0/XxsYMI-uni0 

 
How can we improve services to crime victims with a  disability? 

The Department of Justice, through the Victims Support Agency is developing a Victims’ 

Charter Disability Strategy for Victoria. The purpose of the strategy is to improve services 

to victims of crime who have a disability.  If you have a disability, you can have your say by 

completing a survey. Completing the survey is voluntary and anonymous. The survey is 

available in plain English and easy English.  

·  Go on line to www.justice.vic.gov.au/victimsofcrime (plain English version) 

·  Call 8684 6743 and complete the survey by phone 

·  Call 8684 6716 or email Margaret.camilleri@justice.vic.gov.au and request a survey 

be mailed to you. 

 

2011 WORKSHOPS AND TRAINING 

Information on CRC workshops for 2011 will be available on Scope website in December 

2010. Please see our Training Calendar under the Communication Resource Centre 

section of the Scope website (www.scopevic.org.au) or see link below 

http://www.scopevic.org.au/index.php/site/whatweoffer/communicationresourcecentre/edu

cationtraining  

 

Wishing you all a Merry Christmas and a Happy 2011.  
 

 

 
 

 

Contact details: Communication Resource Centre, Sco pe, 830 Whitehorse Rd, Box Hill, 3128 

Telephone:  03 9843 2000      Fax:  03 9843 2033     OR      email   crc@scopevic.org.au   

DISCLAIMER. The views expressed in the Communication Resource Centre Newsletter are those of the individual 
contributor and do not necessarily represent the views of the editorial team.  Please note that neither the individual 
contributors nor editorial team can be held responsible for any consequences resulting from the purchase or use of 
training / resources / information, etc. 
COPYRIGHT. Please note that any requests to reprint any articles in other journals need to be referred to the 
individual contributor. 


